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KDINNER NETWORKING

MEETING

WEDNESDAY
May 20, 2015
6:00 P.M.
Przybylo’s While Eagle Banquets
Niles, lllinois

RESERVATIONS
by May 18 to
meeting@chicagosocietypna.org

or 847-635-0883

NEXT BOARD MEETING
AND FORUM DEADLINE

Monday, June 1, 7:00 P.M.
PNA Home Office

COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, May 20, 2015—
Dinner Meeting, Speaker
White Eagle Banquets

Tuesday, June 17, 2015—
Dinner Meeting, Speaker
White Eagle Banquets

Wednesday, July 15, 2015
Dinner Meeting, Speaker
White Eagle Banquets

Friday, July 17, 2015
Annual Golf Outing
Gleneagles C.C., Lemont

FRIDAY, JULY 17, 2015, GOLF OUTING IS JUST AHEAD

This year the Chicago Society has invited the Advocates Society to co-sponsor the
Annual Golf Outing. Brothers Charles Komosa and Mark Orwat, co-chairmen of the
Chicago Society’s 2015 Golf Outing, invite all members, business associates, family, and
friends to reserve their spots for the Chicago Society Golf Outing.

NOTE: The Chicago Society Golf outing will be held at the swanky Gleneagles
Country Club in Lemont. The annual event will take place on Friday, July 17, 2015, at
Gleneagles Country Club located at 13070 McCarthy Road in Lemont. lllinois 60439. The
day will begin with a cookout lunch including with brats, Italian sausage, chips and draft
beer in the outdoor pavilion along with check-in at 11:30 a.m. The Shot-Gun scramble
starts at 1:00 p.m. sharp. There will be a fleet of beverage carts patrolling the golf course
with free drinks and snacks and other surprises. An open bar and appetizers will begin at
6:00 p.m. in the banquet room, with dinnerincluding BBQ ribs, chicken, and side dishes,
and program following.

The cost is only $100.00 per person, including golf, cart, cookout lunch, beverages,
dinner and cocktails, or $35.00 per person for those interested in only dinner and
premium cocktails. Yes, we are planning for the world famous grand raffle! Please call
Brother Charles Komosa at (773) 286-7123 to reserve your golf foursomes (individual
golfers also welcome). Please call if you or your company would like to donate raffle
prizes.

Brother Frank Czaja has graciously accepted to serve as Tee Sign Sponsorship
Chairman for the Chicago Society and Brother Steve Rakowski will be coordinating
the Tee Sign Sponsorships and raffle prize donations for the Advocates Society. More
information about sponsoring a sign will be communicated by Brother Frank shortly.
The Tee Sign Hole sponsorship is still only $100.00. Please call Brother Frank Czaja for
more information at (312) 520-6144

MAY SPEAKER & DINNER MEETING

Brother Robert Groszek, Civic Vice President, has arranged for Mrs. Eva Prokop,
Executive Director of the Polish American Association, to be our featured dinner speaker
at the May General Meeting on Wednesday, May 20, 2015 at the White Eagle.

Eva was born and raised on the Northwest side of Chicago.
She is a first generation Polish American. She graduated with a
degree in Organizational Management from Loyola University.

She has been a leader in education and technology
companies for almost 25 years. She served as Executive
Director for the YMCA, Executive Director for the Midwest of
The Princeton Review, and served as Vice President and later
President of PrepMe, the first adaptive learning technology in
the market. She led that firm through its growth to its ultimate
acquisition by the sth largest education company on the globe. She served as strategy
consultant to tech start-ups across the country. She also serves on many charitable
boards and as President of her own local YMCA board for many years. She now joins the
PAA to serve the very community so important to her family and upbringing.

— CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 —
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DIDYOU MAKEYOUR
MEETING RESERVATION?

Dear Brothers,

This year’s annual Pre-Parade Brunch .
celebratingthe 124th Annual Polish Constitutional PRESIDENT
Day Parade will go down in Chicago Society’'s ]
history books as one of the Society's most MESSAGE é
successful events. This was due to the presence of N e
this year’s Grand Marshall, Chicago’s own Coach o
Mike Krzyzewski of the Duke University Blue Devils, the 2015 NCAA Men'’s National
College Basketball Team. The event was sold out for weeks and was one of the hottest
tickets in town. Coach K set the tone for the brunch by taking photographs and signing
autographs for all those in attendance. Even Bishop Wypych, during his remarks before
the invocation, requested a photo with Coach K, who immediately left his table and
posed with the Bishop at the podium for a photo. Coach K's remarks talked about his
family background and how all in the room are immigrants and should be proud of their
heritage and of having the opportunity to be successful in the United States. All of the
speakers from both U.S. Senators Mark Kirk and Richard Durbin to the President of the
Cook County Commissioners,Toni Preckwinkle commented on Coach K's achievements
and what a role model he plays.

The program went on without a flaw with 16 speakers and the presentation of
three scholarships. The scholarship recipients were: First Place Ewa Balutowska $3,000;
Second Place Damian Opiola $2,000 and Third Place Sara Dembeck $1,000.

But all of this would not have been possible without the hard work of our brunch
chairman Ro Matuszczak and Brother Charles Komosa along with their wives Chris
Matuszczak and Agata Komosa. | would also like to acknowledge committee member
Brother T. Ron Jasinski-Herbert, who is the Society’s official photographer taking
photos of the event.

I would encourage all our members who enjoy the game of golf to attend this year’s
golf outing to be held on July 17, 2015, at Gleneagles Country Club in Lemont, lllinois.
I have previously played the course and it's very challenging for all golfers. As usual,
Brother Charles Komosa will chair the event with Brother Mark Orwat, and Brother
Frank Czaja as our sign chairman.

Remember, the Chicago Society is only as good as its members. So | encourage all
our members to participate in our activities and to ask your business clients and friends
to attend. | guarantee a good time will be had by all. See you all at the 19th Hole.

Fraternally Yours,
BrotherTed Makarewicz
/« Dear Brothers,
7 Please continue to send me any items or articles that
FRO HE interest you or you can share with other brother members.
EDITOR’S PEN

This can include vacations, updates on family members,
events, anniversaries, etc. It has been a very busy early
May with all of the May 3rd Polish Constitution Day Brunch

and Parade activities.

Please read the article about the 2015 Chicago Society Annual Golf Outing that
we are sponsoring with the Advocates Society this year on Friday, July 17, 2015 at
Gleneagles Country Club in Lemont. Brother Peter Dykas has agreed to chair the CS
Family & Friends Picnic this year in August and will have more information available in
the June Forum.

Take the time to consider a friend, family, or colleague to sponsor for Chicago
Society membership to our great Society!

All the best,
Brother Charles Komosa

MAY MEETING SPEAKER (Continued from Page 1)

The May General Meeting not only offers great camaraderie, a featured speaker,
but a delicious dinner menu including mushroom-barley soup, breaded pork chops, beef
brisket, oven roasted potatoes, a garden blend of vegetables, bread, desert & coffee.
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AROUND THE SOCIETY!

Congratulations to Brother Dr. Alex &
Lauren Tzanos on the birth of their second
beautiful child, newborn daughter, Lenna
Tzanos, who came into the world at 7 Ibs.
and 10 ounces. Grandfather, Brother John
Cieslik, left the Chicago Society Board
meeting and stayed with his daughter
at the hospital in the wee hours of the
morning! Brother John said that he is
buying drinks at the bar during the May
General meeting.

Brother Chuck & Teresa Cwiakala
spent the several days in May in sunny
Sarasota, Florida visiting daughter
Erica. Meanwhile, Brother Chuck’s other
daughter, Tanya Cwiakala and her children
Eva and Max represented the family on
the Chicago Society float during the May
3rd Polish Constitution Day Parade. Also
reveling on the float were Brother Robert
& Jennifer Groszek, with boys Luke and
Drake, Brother Mark & Renata Pasieka,
with children, Emma, Angie & Mark,
Jr. Brother Joe & Irene Hercik marched
with the PNA float and contingent at the
beginning of the parade.

Past Chicago Society President
Brother Frank & Beverly Gondela
participated in the first annual and very
special polka “Dingus Day” celebration
sponsored by orchestra leader and
acclaimed Polka King Jimmy Sturr in New
York. Upon arrival Brother Frank and
Beverly were welcomed with a visit from
and invited to the famous Grammy Award
winner Sturr’s estate for a reception. The
Gondelas later vacationed at the beautiful
Villa Roma Resort where they enjoyed

Sawa’s 0ld Warsaw

<, Authentic

Polish~American
Smorgasbord

9200 W. Cermak Road
Broadview, IL 60153
Phone: 708-343-9040

Restaurant * Lounge * Banquets
Catering ° Delivery * Carry-outs

Visit us online to sign-up for the
Polonia Gazeta (Email Newsletter)

www.SawasOldWarsaw.com

several festive days of Polka dancing and
fine dining. They also toured the g/11
massive underground memorial in New
York City for three hours with personal
tour guide and polka radio personality
Keith Stras, who did an outstanding job.
Brother Frank says that mere words
cannot describe the memorial.

Brother Mark Orwat and Brother
Charles Komosa had a turnaround
weekend business trip to LA in April
where they spotted Brother Mario
Mikoda supporting Polish boxer Andrzej
Fonfara to victory. He is referred to as
the “Polish Prince” — Fonfara not Brother
Mario. Before returning to Chicago, Mark
and Charley stopped on Sunday at the
beautiful Pope John Paul Il Polish Mission
& Church inYorba Linda and attended the
10:30 a.m. Polish Mass — very pious lads!

Congratulations to Brother Frank
Spula, National President of the Polish
American Congress and Polish National
Alliance, who received the Commander’s
Cross of Service from Polish President
Bronislaw Komorowski on May 1. The
ceremony and reception at the Royal
Palace in Warsaw was sponsored by the
Wspolnota Society of Poland.

Brother Stanley Jendzejec traveled
down to Maine to visit to attend his oldest
son's, Dr. Steve Jendzejec, DO, 6oth
birthday party.

Brother Zenon & Jadwiga Olejniczak
enjoyed several days at a Florida resort,
relaxing in the warm mineral water
springs. After returning home, Brother
Zenon spent four days in the hospital
convalescing from an infection reaction
while working with his wife in the garden
and being pierced with a rose thorn in the

Law offices of
MARK J. KUPIEC & ASSOC.
77 West Washington Street
Chicago, Illinois 60602
(312) 541-1878
Zoning, Real Estate
Building Code Compliance,
Business Licensing
Website: www.chicago-zoning.com

right thumb.

Congratulations to Brother Robert
Radkowski as he became the VP/Head
of Midwest District for the Polish and
Slavic Federal Credit Union on March 19,
2015. The Polish & Slavic Federal Credit
Union, with $1.6 billion in assets and
82,600 members, is the largest Polish
financial institution outside of Poland.
Servicing more than 100 thousand people
in 15 branches in New York, New Jersey
and lllinois and online, PSFCU has three
branches in Chicago land: in Bridgeview,
Mt. Prospect, and Norridge. A new branch
in Schaumburg will be opened soon.

In April, Brother John Cieslik hosted
a Polish American Advisory Committee
meeting at the State of lllinois Building
in downtown Chicago for and including
lllinois State Comptroller Leslie Geissler
Munger. Brother Ro Matuszczak, Brother
Charles Cwiakala, Brother Mark Orwat
and Brother Robert Groszek participated
in the meeting.

FOUNDATION MEETING

The Chicago Society Foundation
Board of Directors met on Monday,
April 27, 2015, at Smakosz Restaurant
in Chicago to discuss grant requests
submitted during the past quarter. The
board voted unanimously to award a
$5,000 grant to the Polish American
Association  contingent upon some
financial documentation to be provided
by the organization. It also matched
$3,000 voted by the Chicago Society for
2015 scholarships.

The next quarterly meeting of the
CS Foundation will be held on Monday,
July 27, 2015. Please call Brother Mark
Orwat, CS Foundation secretary at 773-
502-6969 for grant request information.
Grant guidelines are also available at the
Chicago Society's website.

KATYN REMEMBERED

Poland commemorated the 75th an-
niversary of the Katyn Massacre on April
3, 2015. The anniversary fell as historic en-
emies Poland and Russia are once again at
odds, this time over the bloody Russian-
backed rebellion in Eastern Ukraine. Jo-
seph Stalin ordered the murder of 20,000
Polish soldiers and others during WWII.
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MAY BIRTHDAYS

The Chicago Society would like to
extend to the following brother members,
who are celebrating their birthday in May,

and a warm wish of Sto Lat!

3 Woijciech Putz

9 Walter Kazmierczak
11 Anthony Szplit

14 John Domagalski
18 Len Krajkiewicz

18 Ted Wiecek

24 Frederick Poska

26 Gerhard Kaes

31 Zenon Cebula

MAY ANNIVERSARIES

The Chicago Society would like to
congratulate Brother Dean Niedospial,
who is celebrating his 10th anniversary,
Brother Zenon Kurdziel on his s5th
anniversary and  Brother  Robert
Radkowski on his s5th Anniversary,
and Brother Dan Zolkowski on his sth
Anniversary of induction in April of their
respective year.

PoLIsSH CONSTITUTION
DAY PRE-PARADE BRUNCH

ROUND-UP
The Chicago Society held its Annual
Pre-Parade Brunch celebrating the

Polish Constitution at the Hotel Allegro
on Saturday, May 2, 2015. Brother
Ro Matuszczak opened the brunch.
President Ted Makarewicz welcomed
the guests and introduced Brother John
Cieslik, our Executive Vice President, to
lead the participants in saying the Pledge
of Allegiance. This was followed by the
introduction of the Most Reverend Andrew
Wypych, Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago, who
gave the invocation in English. The Bishop

then introduced Bishop Jan Watroba, from
Rzeszow, Poland who gave the invocation
in Polish.

Immediately thereafter, President
Ted Makarewicz and  Scholarship
Chairman and Civic Vice President Brother
Robert Groszek presented scholarship
awards to Ewa Balutowska_- $3,000.00.
Miss Balutowska was away at school.
Damian Opiola who received $2,000.00,
and Sarah Dembeck (also away at school),
$1,000.00 received by her mother.

Speakers during the brunch were as
follows: Jan Kopec, Parade Committee
Chairman and President of the Alliance
of Polish Clubs; the Grand Marshal of
the Parade, Mike “Coach K" Krzyzewski;
Brother Joseph Drobot, Jr.,, President
of the Polish Roman Catholic Union of
America; United States Senators Mark
Kirk and Dick Durbin; United States
Congressmen Dan Lipinski and Bob
Dold; Lt. Governor Evelyn Sanguinetti;
State Treasurer Michael Frerichs; State
Comptroller Leslie Geissler Munger;
lllinois State Senators Dan Kotowski and
John Mulroe; Chief Judge of the Circuit
Court of Cook County, Timothy Evans;
Toni Preckwinkle, President-Cook County
Board, and Joe Berrios, Cook County
Assessor.

Also present were former Governor
Pat Quinn, U. S. Congressman Michael
Quigly, Consul Robert Rusiecki, Deputy
Consul of the Republic of Poland. Other
guests were as follows: Aldermen Ray
Suarez, 31st Wart, and Vice Mayor of
Chicago; John Arena of the 45th Ward.;
President Anna Morzy, Executive Director
Bogdan Pukszta, and Treasurer Slawek
Wysocki of the Polish American Chamber
of Commerce; Vice Marshals of the
Parade Dr. Fred Leya and Jan Jaworski;
Barbara Chalko, President of the Polish
Scouting Organization; Mary Anselmo,

Local 708/579-0300
Toll Free 800/339-5300
Fax 877/360-5404
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American Home Inspectors, Ltd.
Prepurchase Home Inspections Since 1988
A.S.H.L. Certified Member #001882
I11. Home Inspector Entity License 451.000175
Stanley W. Sawa 5324 South Catherine
President Countryside, IL 60525

11l. Home Inspector License #450.000424
E-Mail: STAN@AHINSPECTORS.COM

®

Web Page WWW.AHINSPECTORS.COM

CASEY—LASKOWSKI & SONS
FUNERAL HOME

Dignified services for all denominations ...
beautiful surroundings ... four Chapels
... ample parking

Suburban Locations Available

Phone 773-777-6300
4540-50 W. DIVERSEY AVE.
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60639

President of the Legion of Young Polish
Women; Irene Moskal Del Giudice, Past
President of the lIllinois Division of the
Polish American Congress; from the Adult
Cultural Group’s Cinderella Ball Cinderella
Alicia Kaleta and Prince Charming
Alexander Labudzki, and runner-ups
Gabrielle Skrzypiec and Michal Kaluzny;
Aurelia Pucinski, Justice of the Appellate
Court; Eva Prokop, Executive Director
of the Polish American Association;
Brother Wojtek Putz, President of the
Chicago Chopin Foundation; President
of the Advocates Society Michael Zink;
Maria Ciesla, Past President and current
Treasurer of the Polish Museum of
America; Maria and Barbara Pucharic
from Integra Communications; Mark
Dobrzycki, Trustee of the Village of

@

(TROY EDEALTY)

HuBerT J. CloROMSKI
President

LINCOLN PARK
2502 N. Clark
Chicago, IL60614

O'HARE
5420 N. Harlem
Chicago, IL 60656

Office: 773.792.3000
Cell: 773.485.3000
hubert@troyrealtyltd.com

RONALD J. OLECH
Certified Public Accountants

Tax Preparation and Planning for: Individuals
Accounting Tax and Business Planning for:
Small Businesses, “Start-Up” Businesses,

Cottage Industry, Computer Counseling
Ronald J. Olech, CPA
3939 N. Lawndale Ave., Chicago, IL 60618
Tel: (773) 267-0560 Fax: (773) 267-2420
E-mail: rolechcpa@aol.com
or rolech4042@aol.com
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Harwood Heights; Izabela Sadowski, Vice
President/Manager, BMO Harris Bank;
Brother Robert Radkowski, Vice President
& Head of the Midwest District for the
Polish Slavic Federal Credit Union; Parade
Queen Martyna Pierzchala, First Runner
Up Gabriela Naranowicz and Second
Runner Up Carolina Gawron; PAL-PAC
Representatives Arie Zweig, Chairman
of the Board and Lucas Fuksa, President;
Kinga Aleksandrowicz, Executive Director
and Outreach Coordinator, Office Of
Governor Bruce Rauner; Brother Dan
Patlak, Commissioner Cook County
Board of Reviews; Marta Almodovar,
Administrator, Cook County Judicial
Circuit Court; Brother Robert F. Martwick,
Jr., lllinois  State  Representative;
President of Dar Serca [Gift of the Heart
Foundation]  Dorothy  Malachowski;
Mariyana Spyropoulos, Commissioner
of the Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District; from the Polish Roman Catholic

Union were Vice President Micheline
Jaminski and Secretary/Treasurer
James Robaczewski; Vice president Paul
Odrobina, Treasurer Marian Grabowski
and National Secretary Brother Charles
Komosa of the Polish National Alliance;
President of the Polish Arts Club of Chicago
Brother T. Ron Jasinski-Herbert; Circuit
Court Judges Mark J. Lopez, Thaddeus S.
Machnik, Anthony Kyriakopoulos, Brother
James Pieczonka, Dan Kubasiak and
Diann Marsalek, Supervising Circuit Court
Judge, Traffic Section and PAPA Person
of the Year; White and Red Ball Queen
Aneta Ciepiela, First Runner Up Dagmara
Nowicki, Second Runner Up Natalia
Bafia; Tony Marino, Chrysler/Dodge
Auto Dealership; Theresa Sokolowski
representing the Polish Home Army (AK)
Foundation.

There were a over 250 persons
present. The Parade stepped off at 11:30
a.m. from Lake Street and Wacker Drive,

where there were 102 units taking part.
Due to the NFL Draft, the parade was
unable to march on Columbus Drive.
The Chicago Society entry consisted of
a marching unit and a float with Dan
Mateja and the IPA Tribute Band. This was
Brother Ro Matuszczak’s thirty-eighth
year of chairing and involvement with the
parade. He has also been on the Parade
Committee for approximately 18 years.

Special thanks to Chris Matuszczak,
Brother Ro’s wife, and Agata Komosa, wife
of Brother Charles Komosa who helped
out tremendously and were in charge of
the reception desk. To Co-Chairs Brothers
Charles Komosa, T. Ron Jasinski Herbert
and Frank Czaja who helped out as they
usually do thanks are also extended. To
Past President Brother Mark Orwat for all
his help —a “count on guy.”

From comments heard, the brunch
was a huge success and well received.

1ST PLACE ESSAY — 2015 CHICAGO SOCIETY SCHOLARSHIP WINNER

BY EwWA BALUTOWSKA

World War Il had started during a time when my grandma
and great grandparents were living in a small village known
as Bielini. They lived in a small wooden house next to a forest,
near the edge of the village. They also had a cottage deep in the
woods where they would store firewood for when winter came
around. My grandma, Helena, was really good friends with a girl
named Barbara who worked at a convenience store owned by her
mother. They were only about 7 years old when the war started.

Barbara and her mom lived not too far away from my family’s
home so they would spend many days together, playing and
talking on the porch. But unfortunately, once World War Il began,
all Jews were being persecuted and Barbara, being Jewish, could
no longer visit my grandmother’s house. Many families tried
to escape the country, but sadly not many succeeded. Barbara
and her mother didn’t have many options left when their village
started to become invaded with German soldiers so they decided
to take refuge in the forest, next to my grandmother’s house.
They kept hidden deep within the forest for a couple of months,
walking miles every night to get food from my grandmother
during the night. Chances of being seen were slim during the
night, but it was still dangerous. When things seemed to be
settling down, my grandma finally convinced them to move
into her house, where they slept in the attic. They kept all their
possessions packed away in the event they had to make a quick
getaway.

One morning, while my grandma was making breakfast and
my great grandparents were outside working in the field, they
saw a group of German soldiers rapidly approaching their home.
My grandma had enough time to yell a warning to Barbara to get
her mother and go hide in the attic. There were five soldiers that

walked up to the front door and demanded to search their house.
Two of them guarded the front door while the rest of them
went through, opening any closets and dressers they could find.
The attic door was well camouflaged so that the men narrowly
missed seeing it. After about fifteen minutes that felt like hours,
the soldiers eventually gave up and left the property, reminding
my grandma the consequences for harboring any Jews. If they
would have been caught, not only would Barbara and her mother
have been killed, but the punishment for my grandparents would
also have been death.

My grandma later found out from another one of her
neighbors that someone had informed the German police they
suspected people were harboring Jews in the village. That was
why they were searching the houses, one of them being my
grandmother’s house. From then on Barbara and her mother,
moved back outside into the cottage in the forest. They continued
the routine they had started earlier in the war, walking at night to
pick up food my grandmother would leave by a large oak tree
every night.

They continued this routine daily for the next few months,
becoming more and more discouraged that their situation would
everchange. Atatime whenthey had almostlost all hope, the war
had come to an end and Jews were no longer being persecuted.
They had escaped the persecution of Jews and they could once
again leave the safety of the cottage and freely walk the streets.
It took them a while before they truly felt safe to move back into
their old home. They instead stayed with my grandma in their
home for another couple of months before moving to another
village, just outside of Stalowa Wola.
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ALLERGY AND ASTHMA

ANNE SZPINDOR, M.D.
Board Certified Adult
and Pediatric Allergist

1000 West Lake Street
Suite G
Oak Park, IL 60301
Ph: 708-848-3393
Fax: 708-848-3395

1585 N. Barrington Rd.
Suite # 606
Hoffman Estates, IL 60194
Ph: 847-310-8844
Fax: 847-310-9224

Proud mother of Chicago Society member
Michael Szpindor Watson

THE SKAJA FAMILY
Family owned and operated
Serving our community
for 84 years

S

Jack Skaja and John Skaja
Members

SKAJA TERRACE
FUNERAL HOME
7812 North Milwaukee Avenue
Niles, Illinois 60714
847-966-7302

SKAJA BACHMANN
FUNERAL HOME
7715 W. Route 14
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60012
815-455-2233

CHICAGO SOCIETY FORUM
6348 N. Milwaukee Avenue, # 360
Chicago, IL 60646-3728
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